NORTON FITZWARREN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday, 2nd September, 2026
In the village hall.

Present:  Kyle Gordon, Chair, Dee Childs, Vice Chair, Nita Wyatt, Phil Bareham, Adrian Jones,
Iona Taylor.  Clerk: Janet Gobey.
Also present: Rev. Paul Irving, Churchwarden Andrew Ritchie, Keith Woodmason, NFPFA,
Nigel Quarman, Flood Warden and six members of the public.

The meeting started with 15 minutes open discussion for the public, points raised were:
1) Thanks were given for clearing the drains in the centre of the village which prevented the flooding by Beauford Park.

1.09.26	Apologies:  Cllr. Tom Catherall is away.

2.09.26	Declaration of Interest
		Cllr. Adrian Jones declared a personal interest in item no. 5.

3.09.26	To approve the minutes of the meeting held on the 1st July, 2026
		The minutes were approved and signed by Kyle Gordon, Chair.

4.09.26	Lease between Somerset Council and the Parish Council for the new field.
		A online meeting has been set up by Somerset Council for the 10th 
September. Discussed what should be the Parish Council’s response, agreed 
that the field could not be accepted without any funds for maintenance.  The 
Parish Council could not afford to pay for maintenance upfront and not 
receive repayment until the end of each year.  The field should also be 
brought up to a good standard before being leased to the Parish Council.

5.09.26	To consider quotes for refurbishment to the pavilion.
		It was agreed that the pavilion is in need of refurbishment quotes have been 
obtained for:
1. Installing ventilation to the two shower rooms.  Damp has been 
a big problem causing doors to become rotten and mould spreading into the 
changing room.
2. Refurbishing the showers, tiles are missing or loose, sealant missing and
the drain covers in the showers are very rusty.
3. To paint the inside and the outside of the pavilion.
Proposed Kyle Gordon to accept quotes from R Callan for the ventilation, 
S. Heynes for refurbishing the showers and D. Hawkins for the painting.
Seconded Dee Childs, and agreed unanimously.

6.09.26	To consider grant application from All Saints Church towards the installation
		of toilets.
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		The application was discussed, with toilets installed the church will be able
		to host many more events. Proposed Kyle Gordon that a grant of £2,500 is 
awarded, seconded Iona Taylor, carried.

7.09.26	Planning:
		a) Applications received since issue of agenda – none.
		b) Approvals and refusals
		0005 Bungalow on land adjacent to ‘Great View’ Pen Elm – approved.

8.09.26	Reports:
		 a) Somerset Council 
A report from Cllr. Andy Sully has been circulated, road drains are being
		checked by volunteers and the Chairman is endeavouring to get the annual 
                           drain cleaning by Somerset Council carried out in the autumn where it would 
be more effective instead of in the spring.
b) Police
PCSO Marshall Bernhardt is now back to work so the number of PCSO’s in our
area is back to 3.
c) Flooding
Falcon Housing has cleared the mud in the Halse Water at Wassail View.  The
Flood alleviation works to be paid for with the Somerset Rivers Authority 
grant are due to start in the Ford Farm area on the 11th September, it is 
uncertain as yet how long this will take.
d) Buses and Speed Indicator readings.
                          There are no timetable changes until April 2027 at the earliest.  Concession 
                           passes are valid on weekdays on the 07.57 bus no. 25 into Taunton.
All journeys up to 6 miles are now £2.60, over 6 miles are still £3.00
From January 2027 the Government has agreed all single fares will be £2.00.
                          The Day Ticket for unlimited travel in the Taunton zone which includes stops in 
Norton Fitzwarren has now reduced to £6.80.
The readings from the Speed Indicator Device have shown that 99% of cars
Through the village were travelling under 40mph both in and out of the 
village.  Three people were needed for the speedwatch team, Dee Childs, Phil 
Bareham and a resident volunteered.
e) Footpaths
No overgrown to report as due to the very hot weather the grass has died 
back.
f) Youth Representative
The report was given by Iona Taylor, school children have carried out a litter 
pick, and other plans will be formed after their return to school.
g) Clerk
The upgrade of the pavilion is ongoing, ventilation for the showers is being 
installed and upgrade to the shower rooms will be carried out in October.
		h) Health & safety & i) Environmental – nothing to report.
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9.09.26	Finance:
		a) Closure of Audit
		The Clerk reported that the external audit had been completed without any
		issues to report.
		b) Amount received since last meeting  - Interest on bank account £66.54
		c) Invoices, payments and any subsequently received:
	Midgard Forester- grass cutting for July & August  £1292.00
G. Withnell, Battery for defibrillator  £294.00
J. Larcombe – Internal audit  £213.40
Callan Electrical – Electrical safety inspection – 550.00
Grant for village choir, for six months to January 2027- £375.00
    SALC Councillor training £25.00
A. Enticknap, emergency toilet repair at pavilion £95.00
Titan Containers, rental for 2 months – 135.40
PKF Littlejohn LLP – External audit - £378.00
C.J. Takle, replacement of rotten door at pavilion - £455.00
Nigel Broon, Computing services for Clerk’s office £45.00
SALC training for Clerk, Data Protection  £40.00
Scientific Services for Asbestos Survey at pavilion £420.00
Annual maintenance fund to Playing field Association  £850.00
Annual maintenance fund for All Saints churchyard £500.00
d) Monthly bank reconciliation
Circulated to Councillors, no discussion.  Proposed to approve items c) & d) 
Iona Taylor, seconded Nita Wyatt, carried.
Invoices available to view at the meeting.

10.09.26	Correspondence for discussion (circulated prior to meeting).
		No discussion .

11.09.26	Date, time and place of next meeting.
	             Wednesday, 7th October, 2026 at 7.30pm in the village hall.
		The meeting closed at 9.15pm.














-3-


















