NORTON FITZWARREN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday, 7th October, 2026
in the village hall.

Present: Cllrs. Kyle Gordon, Dee Childs, Nita Wyatt, Adrian Jones, John Bouchta,
Tom Catherall, Iona Taylor.  Clerk: Janet Gobey
Also present: County Councillor Andy Sully, Keith Woodmason, NF Playing Field Association and six members of the public.

The meeting started with 15 minutes open discussion for the public, points raised were:
1. A resident of Mill House Road requested the weeds and grass are cut where Mill House Road joins Great Western Way.  Cllr. Andy Sully will make enquiries as to
who is responsible for the land.
2. Could a bus be provided for children to get to Kingsmead School?  A timetable
review will be carried out next year but at the moment there are no buses or drivers available.  A bus departs from Cotford St. Luke to go to Kingsmead School.

1.10.26 Apologies – Phil Bareham is away.

2.10.26	Declarations of Interest – none declared.

3.10.26	To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd September, 2026.
		The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.

4.10.26	To consider the proposal from Somerset Council to lease the new playing 
		field to the Parish Council.
		Council discussed and considered the proposed lease in which the Parish
Council would be liable for all costs to maintain the football field, tennis court, multi-games area and surrounding land over a 99 year period.  Somerset Council would allow the commuted sum of £200,00 to be passed to the Council but after only a short time the residents of the parish would have to bear the costs in the rates.  Somerset Council has allowed the football field to deteriorate over the last year.  Adrian Jones proposed that the Parish Council do not take the lease but perhaps re-visit when in a position to do so, seconded Tom Catherall and agreed unanimously.  Thanks were given to
Cllr Andy Sully and Keith Woodmason, Chair, NF Playing Field Association for
their help.

5.10.26	Refurbishment and upgrade of sports pavilion to comply with Fire Risk
		Survey requirements.
		The ventilations system in each shower room has been fitted and the
showers refurbished.  Quotations are being sought regarding the 
requirements of the Fire Survey.  The Parish Council requested that 
arrangements are made for the pavilion to be regularly cleaned.
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6.10.26	To consider any recommendations from the ROSPA play area inspections.
		Agreed response:
		Vilberie Play area:
		The area at the foot of the slides needs repair, the Parish Council’s 
maintenance contractor will make repairs, and the Spider Rotary Web needs
examining.  The Clerk will make arrangements for Wicksteed’s to inspect. 
Recreation Ground, Village Hall
The rubber joints have deteriorated, the manufacturer Kompan will be asked 
for advice and an estimate.
Exercise equipment
Continue to monitor and the Clerk will order some bolt covers.

7.10.26	Clearance of road drains through the village.
The road drains are blocked with straw and other material after the recent harvest.  The drains are only cleaned out by Somerset Council once a year in April.  The Chairman has requested Cllr. Andy Sully’s help to change the scheduled clean to the autumn instead of the spring.  The proposal is for the Parish Council to pay for an extra clean this year.  The quote is for £2,835.00 only one quote could be obtained. Proposed Iona Taylor to approve the quote, seconded Adrian Jones and agreed unanimously.

8.10.26	To consider a request from the school food bank for donations of £200 to
		£250 per term (3 per year).	
Discussed, proposed Kyle Gordon that £200 per term be awarded to the end 
of the financial year, 31st March 2027 seconded Tom Catherall, agreed.  The 
food bank to re-apply in April 2027.

9.10.26	Planning:
		a) Staplegrove Road scheme
		The west-bound road closure is to end on the 12th October, a monthly update 
is received.
		b) Applications received since issue of agenda – none received.
		c) Approvals and refusals – none listed.

10.10.26	Reports:
		a) Somerset Council
		A consultation is taking place regarding the proposed increase in parking 
charges,  payment meters would have to be replaced.  The Multi-storey car 
park will be reduced to 2 bays instead of 3 between the supports.  DEFRA is 
providing £50 million for flooding in Somerset.
b) Flooding
The flood alleviation works funded by the Somerset Rivers Authority grant
is ongoing, sites ‘A’ and ‘C’ are completed.  The site remaining which runs from Rectory Road will be cleared next.
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		c) Buses
No changes to the timetable, the no.25 will remain a double-decker.
The ‘Slinky’ Service is being promoted.
d) Youth Representative
Iona Taylor reported that she will be meeting the Norton school's Student Council in the next few weeks with a view to arranging another litter pick and tour of the village hall, and also discussing issues important to them.
She will speak to Norton school about the level of uptake at the Food Hub, and  plans to discuss other ideas with the teacher in charge of that. 
		e) Clerk		
It has been reported to Somerset Highways that Council did not agree that 
Great Western Way should be made into a Clearway.  It would be better to
wait for the relief road to be installed.  
f) Health & safety & environmental – no report.

11.10.26	Finance:
		 a) Six monthly accounts 1.4.26 to 30.9.26
		Proposed to approve Nita Wyatt, seconded Jon Bouchta, carried.
		b)  Monies received since last meeting:
Remaining precept (50%) £26,112.50,    Interest £27.93
Six months’ rent from the allotment site £300.00
c) Invoices, payments, any subsequently received and monthly bank
statement:
Grants agreed at last meeting:  PCC All Saints for toilets £2500.00 and annual maintenance for churchyard £500.00
NF Playing Fields Association for playing field maintenance £850.00
ROSPA play inspections £290.00
Midgard Forester, grass cutting in village £81.00
SC dog bin collections July to September £460.00
Callan Electrical – Installation of vents in the sports pavilion and PAT test.
             		Invoices available to view.
		Proposed Nita Wyatt, seconded Dee Childs to approve, agreed.

12.10.26	Correspondence for discussion (circulated prior to meeting).
		No discussion.

13.10.26	Date, time and place of next meeting.
		Wednesday, 4th November, 2026 at 7.30pm in the village hall.
		Meeting closed 9.40pm.
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