NORTON FITZWARREN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday, 6th May, 2026 at 7.30pm in the village hall.

Present: Kyle Gordon, Dee Childs, Graham Withnell, Adrian Jones, Phil Bareham, Tom Catherall, Iona Taylor, Jonathan Bouchta.  Clerk: Janet Gobey.
Also present: Keith Woodmason, Norton Fitzwarren Playing Fields Association, Nigel Quarman, Mr. Jo Webber, Norton Trailblazers and 2 members of the public.

1.05.26	Election of Chair
		Nominated Kyle Gordon, no other nominations, Kyle Gordon accepted
		and took the chair.

2.05.26	To receive Chair’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office
		The form will be emailed to the Clerk.

3.05.26	Election of Vice Chair
		Kyle Gordon nominated Dee Childs, no other nominations, Dee Childs 
accepted.

4.05.26	Apologies – Nita Wyatt

5.05.26	Declarations of Interest – none declared.

6.05.26	To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 1st April, 2026.
		The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.

7.05.26	To appoint Parish Representatives:
		Playing Field: Adrian Jones and Tom Catherall
		Play area weekly inspections: Kyle Gordon
Planning: Nita Wyatt, Dee Childs, Iona Taylor, Graham Withnell (External Consultant).
		Footpath Liaison: Phil Bareham
		Flood Warden: Nigel Quarman
		Iona Taylor – Youth representative
		Garden Town representative – Dee Childs
		De-fibrilator – Graham Withnell will continue to December.

8.05.26	To consider quote for white lining renewal at Church Lane
		Proposed Graham Withnell to accept the quote from WJ SW Ltd.
		for white lining Church Lane of £852.50, seconded Kyle Gordon, carried.

9.05.26	To re-consider grant application from Norton Trailblazers
		Council at the April meeting deferred the final decision of their grant
		application until Mr. Jo Webber of Norton Trailblazers could attend. 
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		20 children attended the adventure days out, there were 89 days of activities
		over the last year for children from Norton Fitzwarren. Proposed to increase 
                          the grant award to £1,000 plus £105 for a new abseiling rope Kyle Gordon, 
seconded Phil Bareham, carried.  The remainder of the funds £955 held from 
the closed Youth Club would be put towards the grant.  

10.05.26	Renewal of Council’s Insurance Policy
		Agreed to increase the claim value of the Sports Pavilion to £270,000 and to
		approve the quote from Insurance Brokers Clear Councils for £1028.81
		This will be the 3rd year of a 3-year deal.
		Proposed Graham Withnell, seconded Adrian Jones, carried.

11.05.26 Planning:
a) Planning Committee – Iona Taylor is now the third member of the 
committee.              
b) Applications received since issue of agenda – none received.
c) Approvals and refusals - none listed:

12.05.26	Finance:
		a) Presentation by the Clerk of the accounts and audit for 2025/26
                          b) To consider internal audit and approval of the Annual Governance 
              statement.
		The accounts have been audited by the Internal Auditor, recommendations
		have been made which will be implemented.  Council having considered the 
Annual Governance Statement agreed that the required internal controls had 
been complied with.  Proposed Phil Bareham, seconded Adrian Jones, agreed.
The period for the public rights will be 3rd June to 14th July, 2026 and will be
advertised on the website and notice boards,
c) To approve the accounts for the year ended 31st March, 2026
The Clerk presented detailed accounts for the year ended 31st March 2026
and reported on the Council’s finances.  Proposed to agree the accounts
 Adrian Jones, seconded Tom Catherall, carried.
d) To approve regular direct debits and bank transfer payments for
2026/27:
Website, parish maintenance, (contract awarded annually),  Clerk’s salary, 
HMRC payments, rent for the storage container rent for the Benefice Office.
Proposed to agree Dee Childs, seconded Tom Catherall, carried.
e) Payments received (for information only):
Precept – 50% £26,112.50
Interest £21.46
VAT refund £2039.05
f) Invoices and payments for approval and any subsequently received:
Midgard Forester – grass + garden on B3227 £282.00
     “             “   grass & repair to fence  £270.74
SALC Affiliation fee for 2026/27  £1415.71
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SALC Training x 2 £50.00
Titan Containers – April £65.52 
Proposed to agree Dee Childs, seconded
Iona Taylor, carried.

13.05.26	Correspondence for discussion (circulated electronically prior to the 
meeting.) – No discussion

14.05.26	Date, time and place of next meeting.
		Wednesday, 3rd June, 2026 at 7.30pm in the village hall.
		The meeting closed at 9pm.
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