NORTON FITZWARREN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday, 3rd June, 2026 in the village hall.

Present: Cllrs: Kyle Gordon, Adrian Jones, Tom Catherall, Jon Bouchta, Iona Taylor.
Clerk: Janet Gobey.
Also present:  4 members of the public.

The meeting started at 7.30pm with 15 minutes open discussion for the public, on matters affecting the parish.
1) Concern raised by a resident of pollution to local rivers and do the local school study rivers.  The Somerset Rivers Authority or the Environment Agency would have
details of pollution in Somerset.
2) The road drain opposite Beauford Park has not been repaired.  Highways will be contacted for an update.
3) What weedkiller is used by the contractor on the Langford Mead estate, enquiries
will be made. 

1.06.26	Apologies
		Cllrs. Dee Childs, Nita Wyatt and Phil Bareham cannot attend, apologies 
accepted.

2.06.26	Declarations of Interest – none declared.

3.06.26	To approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on the
		6th May, 2026
		The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.

4.06.26	‘In the Mix’ organisation presented by Nick Harvey.
		Nick Harvey gave a very interesting presentation, the project supports
		young people in the area.  The project is run in Wiveliscombe and Wellington
		and is looking to expand.   The group provide support for young peoples 
development and is run by professional youth workers.  They provide youth
 clubs, holidays, activities and could provide a link with Cotford and Norton 
schools.  They would need a venue and 20 or 30 young people a week to 
attend.  The cost for a group in Norton Fitzwarren would be approximately 
£7,500.

5.06.26	Police report
		No report, Kyle Gordon will make enquiries, success needs to be publicised.

6.06.26	To consider approval of the Data Protection Policy
		The policy has been circulated to Councillors, proposed to approve
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		Adrian Jones, seconded Tom Catherall, all agreed.

7.06.26	Updated Risk Assessment
		The document has been updated and circulated by the Clerk, proposed to
		approve Adrian Jones, seconded Kyle Gordon, agreed.

8.06.26	To consider setting aside an amount for renewal of play equipment.
		Discussed, agreed £2000 should be set aside each year, proposed Kyle Gordon
		Seconded Tom Catherall, agreed unanimously.

9.06.26	Planning:
		a) Staplegrove Road scheme – no update but a link of the works will be 
circulated.
a) Applications received since issue of agenda – none received.
b) Approvals and refusals – none listed.

10.06.26	Reports:
		a) Somerset Council
		An update has been received regarding the handover of the new playing field.
		The legal documents are being prepared but a large backlog is holding up
		progress.
b) Flooding
Quotes are being obtained by the Flood Warden, Nigel Quarman but no start date as yet.
c) Buses
A full report has been issued by Barrie Childs.  The 25/25A contract is due to end and will need tendering again in September 2026. Once again this is against the backdrop of rising costs and the likelihood of First being the only bidder. Unfortunately, with the contract now ranking among Somerset Council’s most expensive, the prospect of avoiding a reduction in vehicle numbers down to just one vehicle on the 25 service is now seen as very unlikely.  For the full report please contact the Clerk.
d) Footpaths
Phil Bareham attended the volunteers group meeting with Somerset Council.
Somerset Council are very short staffed and requested parishes to take on as
much cutting as they are able to.    The Parish Council now cuts 90% of the paths around the parish, the only paths still cut by Somerset Council are those around the Hill Fort and T18/3 from lower Hilly Park to the churchyard.
We take turns with Bishops Hull to cut a path on our boundary.
e) Youth Representative
Iona Taylor has contacted the school regarding the flag, they are waiting for a
teacher to assist with the final design.  A litter pick has been arranged around
the hill fort and the school are promoting the Scarecrow Trail.  She will
remind them about the funds held at the Coffee Shop for the School Food Bank.
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f) Clerk
A query whether the salt bin purchased by Council near to Berry’s Coaches
should be moved to a more useful site and a tin of graffiti remover has been bought.  Jon Bouchta volunteered to remove the graffiti on the Collett Road sign.

		g)   Health & safety  - no issues.
		h)   Environmental  - nothing raised.

11.06.26	Finance:
		a) Update to Financial Regulations
		The updated 2026 regulations were provided by the National Association of
		Local Councils and circulated by the Clerk.  Proposed to approve Iona Taylor
		seconded Jon Bouchta, all agreed.
b) Invoices, reconciliation and payments for approval and any subsequently received:
		Norton Trailblazers, grant for youth group- £1105.00
Clear Insurance- annual insurance £1028.81
                    Titan Containers – June payment £67.70
                    Midgard Forester, parish maintenance– village grass cut £231.00
                    Midgard Forester,   “                   “ cut to public footpath T18/28 £225.00
                    WJ SW Ltd. - white lining Church Lane £1023.00
                    Zizania T/as Complete Weed Control, 1st weed treatment in village £750.00
                    PCC All Saints Church – 6 months rent -July to December for Benefice Office 
                    £774.00
		Proposed to approve Tom Catherall, seconded Iona Taylor, all agreed.

12.06.26	Correspondence for discussion – circulated but no discussion.

13.06.26	Date, time and place of next meeting.
		Wednesday, 1st July, 2026 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
		The meeting closed at 8.55pm.
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