NORTON FITZWARREN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday, 1st July, 2026 in the village hall.

Present: Cllrs. Kyle Gordon, Chair, Dee Childs, Vice Chair, Tom Catherall, Adrian Jones,
Nita Wyatt, Iona Taylor, Jon Bouchta.  Clerk: Janet Gobey.
Also present: Nigel Quarman, Flood Warden, Keith Woodmason, NF Playing Field Assoc.
Fodo Higginson, Tutor, Norton Choir and 5 members of the public.

The meeting started with 15 minutes open discussion for the public.  Points raised:
1) The drain by cottages near to the old post office has been cleaned and jetted by Highways and is much improved. 
2) Reported that the drain on the pedestrian crossing is blocked with silt. Cllr. Gordon
will report this to Highways.

1.07.26	Apologies – Phil Bareham is away.

2.07.26	Declarations of Interest – none declared.

3.07.26	To approve the minutes of the meeting held on the 3rd June, 2026.
		The minutes were approved and signed by the Chair.

4.07.26	To consider grant application from the Norton Choir for £750.00
		An amount of £750 has been requested as the fee for the Tutor has increased.
		Suggested that the membership could be increased and that members
		 be asked to pay a little more.  £375 for six months was proposed with a view 
 to the choir becoming more self-sufficient.  Proposed Kyle Gordon, 
		seconded Nita Wyatt, agreed unanimously.  To be reviewed at the January 
2027 meeting.

5.07.26	Fire and Electrical Certificates for the pavilion.
		Certificates are needed for the Insurance cover.  A quote has been obtained
		for the electrical survey for £550.  Proposed to approve the quote Jon 
Bouchta, seconded Tom Catherall, agreed.  The Clerk will arrange for the
Fire Safety Inspection to be carried out.

6.07.26	Somerset Rivers Authority Grant award.
		Quotes have been obtained by Blackdown Contractors Ltd. for clearing 
streams in the west of the village which should help prevent flooding to 
properties in the Ford Farm area, the B3227 at Ford Farm and through Manor 
Park.  These streams have not been cleared for many years.  Several quotes have been obtained but Blackdown Contractors have been judged the best by the Parish Council Flood Warden.  The grant of £14,448 from the Somerset 
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Rivers Authority should cover all the cost, proposed to approve the quotes
Adrian Jones, seconded Nita Wyatt, agreed unanimously.
Flood Warden Nigel Quarman will contact nearby residents.  The contractors
will obtain the necessary permits and hope to start work at the end of August.

7.07.26	Speed Indicator Device
		Deferred to the September meeting.

8.07.26	Planning:
		a) Applications since issue of agenda – none received.
		b) Approvals and refusals – none listed.

9.07.26	Reports:
		a) Somerset Council 
		The report from Cllr. Andy Sully has been circulated to Councillors.
		A grant of £50 million has been awarded to Somerset Council the
		Flood Warden will enquire if any other areas need attention.
		The new field is being maintained by Somerset Council and the lease
	 	 to the Parish Council is awaited.
		b) Police
		A new PCSO has started in our area, our area is now fully staffed with 3
		PCSO’s.
		c) Buses
		The diversion avoiding Cotford St. Luke will be removed by 4th July.
		Leaflets for the Slinky bus are available in the Coffee Shop.
		d) Footpaths – no report
		e) Youth Representative
		The Coffee Shop has donated the £233.10 they were holding to the
		School Food Bank.  They have confirmed that they have enough funds now 
until September.  A litter pick by the school will probably now take place
in September.  Iona will chase progress of the flag in September.
 f) Clerk
		 Graham Withnell will be giving up checking the defibrillator at the Co-op
		 In December, Nita Wyatt volunteered to take over the checking.
		g) Health & Safety – nothing raised.
 		h) Environment – no issues.

10.07.26	Finance:
		a) Quarterly accounts – April to June 2026 for approval.
		Proposed to approve the accounts Iona Taylor, seconded Adrian Jones.
		b) Invoices, payments and monthly reconciliation for approval.
		Midgard Forester – grass & public footpaths £722.00
		Titan Containers for month of June £65.52
		Somerset Council for emptying dog bins April to June £405.60
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11.07.26	Correspondence for discussion (circulated prior to meeting).
		No discussion.

12.07.26	Date, time and place of next meeting.
		Wednesday, 2nd September, 2026 at 7.30pm in the village hall.
		The meeting closed at 8.50pm.
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