Norton Fitzwarren Parish Council
Statement of Intent as to Community Engagement

Introduction
Norton Fitzwarren Parish Council is committed to improving engagement with all sections of the local community: residents, voluntary groups, young people, the elderly, business and local groups and organisations.  
To promote good relations within the community, seek to eliminate discrimination, harassment and abuse of any group or individual.  To raise awareness, promote equality among members, partner agencies and the wider community.

Develop robust methods to ensure that consultation exercises carried out by the Council are accessible to all groups within our community.

The overall aim is to increase the involvement of people in the life of their community and the Council’s decision making process.  In doing so the Council will become more responsive to the needs of the Community and be able to better reflect its views and aspirations.
Engagement
The Council intends to actively engage with the following sections of the community:

· Residents of the Parish

· Local youth groups

· Playing Field Association

· Village Hall 
· Groups representing the elderly and disabled
· Residents Associations

· The Police

· Norton Fitzwarren Primary School

· The Children’s Centre

· Norton Allotment Association

· Businesses with the Parish

· Church groups

· 40 Commando Marines

· County and District Councillors and public service representatives

· Community Associations
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Effective engagement can only be achieved through providing information to these sectors and 
seeking residents’ views.  The Council already employs a number of methods to do this:

· Publishing contact details of individual Councillors and the Clerk in the village newsletter and on the Council’s website.

· Posting notices of meetings on the Council’s notice boards and on its website.  The notices indicate the public’s right to attend and speak at meetings.

· Providing details of its services and activities on the website with access to the Council’s agendas and minutes and a number of other documents.
· Publishes an Annual Report which is distributed via the village newsletter and made available on the Council’s web site.

· Representing the Council in local organisations, some Councillors are members of voluntary organisations in their own right.

· Showing commitment to the village newsletter and providing financial support for publishing costs not covered by advertising revenue.
Aims and Objectives:

The Council’s aims and objectives for seeking community engagement and the outcomes it hopes to achieve are:

· To enable an involved and active community through consultation with residents on local issues, reaching all sectors of the community including hard to reach groups and seeking the views of young people.

· To communicate information clearly and factually through the village newsletter and the Council’s website.
· To improve communication with partner organisations.
· To be actively involved in local organisations and groups.

· To raise the profile and reputation of the Council through:

· Inviting residents to take part in Council meetings through public

participation.

· Publicising the Annual Parish Meeting throughout the Parish area.

· Informing the press of the activities of the Council, when appropriate.

· To enable each Councillor to effectively perform their role as elected representatives of the community through:
· The issue to new member’s of guidance, rules and information.

· Encouraging Councillors to attend meetings of community organisations or take up places on community groups and organisations.

· To encourage Councillors to attend training when necessary.

· To ensure Parish Council members represent the interest of the Council at community events.
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· To encourage members to have an effective input into the Council’s decisions.

This Statement of Intent for Community Engagement was approved for issue at the parish council meeting held on Monday 10th May, 2010

Clerk:  Janet Gobey, 5 Court Road, Norton Fitzwarren, Taunton, Somerset, TA2 6SZ

Tel: 01823 259439   email:  clerk@nortonfitzwarren-pc.gov.uk
Parish website:  www.nortonfitzwarren-pc.gov.uk 
Norton Fitzwarren Parish Council values diversity and believes that all people have the right to be treated with dignity and respect.  We oppose all forms of discrimination on whatever grounds which may place a person or group at a disadvantage.
Translations of this statement supplied on request.
Janet Gobey, Clerk
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