NORTON FITZWARREN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday, 1st April, 2026 at 7.30.pm in the Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs: Kyle Gordon, Chair, Nita Wyatt, Graham Withnell, Adrian Jones, Phil Bareham,
Tom Catherall, Iona Taylor, Jonathan Bouchta.  Clerk: Janet Gobey
Also present: Five members of the public.

15 Minutes open discussion for the public on matters affecting the parish.

No questions but 2 updates:
1. PCSO Marshall Bernhardt area has expanded but an extra PCSO and 2 Police Constables will be provided.
2. The Ford Farm development is still held up, an updated flood alleviation plan
will be submitted to Somerset Council in the summer but the Environment Agency has a ‘holding’ objection on the development.

1.04.26	Apologies – Cllr. Dee Childs is on holiday.

2.04.26	Declarations of interest.
		Nita Wyatt and Graham Withnell declared a personal interest as residents
 		of Church Lane.

3.04.26	To approve the minutes of the meeting held on the 4th March, 2026.
		The minutes were approved and signed by the Chair.

4.04.26	To consider co-option of candidates onto the Parish Council
		Iona Taylor thanked the Parish Council for her appointment as Youth 
		Representative to the Parish Council.  The Council thanked Iona for all her 
hard work and unanimously agreed to co-opt her onto the Parish Council.
		Jonathan Bouchta, also wishes to join the Parish Council and would like to 
represent residents in the Langford Mead area of the village.  Agreed 
unanimously to co-opt Jonathan onto the Council.  Both candidates were 
invited to join the Council at the table.  The meeting was paused while 
Declarations of Acceptance were signed and then countersigned 
by the Clerk.  The Chair Kyle Gordon welcomed Iona and Jonathan onto the
Parish Council.

5.04.256	Renewal of Council’s insurance policy and to consider an increase in the
		building valuation for the Pavilion.
		Discussed and agreed to increase the cover for the Pavilion to 250,000.
		Proposed Kyle Gordon, seconded Graham Withnell, carried.  The Clerk
		will obtain a quote.
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6.04.26	To consider grant application from Norton Trailblazers.
		The application offered 4 options, Mr. Jo Webber was not present to
		answer questions.  Council agreed to initially offer £500 the lowest offer
		but if Mr. Webber could attend the next meeting in May an improved offer
		could be made.  To be placed on the agenda for the May meeting.

7.04.26	To consider quote for renewing the white lining in Church Lane.
		Graham Withnell will obtain a quote, to be discussed at the May meeting.

8.04.26	To consider additional yellow lines in Great Western Way.
		Graham Withnell will contact Traffic, Somerset Highways to make enquiries.

9.04.26	To consider donation to school food bank to cover Easter holidays.
		Some funding has been provided by the Government and Somerset Council
		via the Citizens Advice Bureau.  The school food bank will also open if
		necessary.  The Coffee Shop is holding £223.10 from previous donations.  
Agreed to ask the school what they need to replenish the food bank.  The 
£223.10 could be used for this purpose.

10.4.26	Approval of draft IT policy.
		Circulated to Councillors before the meeting, proposed to approve the Policy
		Phil Bareham, seconded Kyle Gordon, agreed by a majority vote.

11.04.26	Planning:
		a) Applications received since issue of agenda – none received.
		b) Approvals and refusals – none listed.

12.04.26	Reports:
		a) Somerset Council
Update circulated to Council prior to the meeting.
Somerset Council is shifting from financial emergency to financial recovery
after approval of the 2026/27 budget.  Somerset Council also plans to
spend £5 million over three years to smarten roads, pavements and cycle 
ways, to improve signs and road markings, litter collection and vegetation 
clearance.
b) Youth Representative
Iona Taylor reported that she had received a response from Pyrland School
and she was going to speak to the Pyrland Parliament.  She also met with the
Chair of Somerset Council, Mike Best in relation to Somerset Youth 
Parliament.
c) Flooding – no report
d) Buses – no report.
e) Footpaths
Phil Bareham reported that the fallen tree blocking footpath T18/9 had been
removed by the Parish Council’s maintenance contractor.

-2-
		d) Clerk & Tree Warden
		The newly planted trees and hedge on the playing field are doing well.
		The trees planted by Jeffords Close are also doing well, the 4 which died
		have been replaced with Hazel trees
		g) Health & Safety – no report
		h) Environment – no report.

13.04.26	Finance:
a) Appointment of Internal Auditor
Proposed Graham Withnell to appoint Jill Larcome at the revised rate as
Internal Auditor for 2025/26, seconded Adrian Jones, carried.
b) To consider approving Clerk’s salary to move one point from SCP16 to 
SCP17 on 1.4.26 (as discussed at the November 2025 meeting).
Proposed to approve Kyle Gordon, seconded Adrian Jones, carried.
c)  Bank receipts to 31.3.26 
                 Rent from allotment (less allowance for fuel for cutting footpath T18/9) 
   £250.00
                 Interest £85.57
d) Invoices, payments & bank reconciliation for approval and any subsequently received:
                 Parish Online, annual cost for website £504.00
                 Somerset Council, for emptying dog bins January to December £405.60
                Midgard Forester, grass & fallen tree removal £256.00
                Titan Containers for March £65.10
                Kyle Gordon- anti graffiti paint £11.97
	      Invoices available to view at meeting.
	      Proposed to approve Nita Wyatt, seconded Adrian Jones, carried.

14.04.26	Correspondence for discussion (circulated prior to meeting)
		No discussion.

15.04.26	Date, time and place of next meetings.
		Wednesday, 6th May, 2026 at 7.30pm in the village hall 
		The Annual Parish meeting will be taken first, followed immediately by
		The Annual Parish Council meeting
		The meeting closed at 9.15pm.
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