NORTON FITZWARREN PARISH COUNCIL
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Minutes of the meeting of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday, 7th May, 2025 at 7.30pm
in the Village Hall.

Present:  Mike Palmer, Chairman, Graham Withnell, Adrian Jones, Nita Wyatt, Tom Catherall,
Phil Bareham. Clerk: Janet Gobey, Somerset Cllr. Andy Sully and 7 members of the public.
The meeting started at 7.30pm

1.05.25		Apologies:  Dee Childs is on holiday, Paula Knott has left the Council.

2.05.25		To approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting on the 8th May, 2024.
		The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.

3.05.25		Chairman’s Report	
		The new playing field is now finished and the football field, tennis court and 
Multi-use Games area are all in use.  Somerset Council are running and 
maintaining the site and will be for the foreseeable future, unless the maintenance funding is released by the Developers. A defibrillator and bleed kit has been purchased by the Parish Council for the playing fields.
The Police & Crime Commissioner was invited to a meeting, shoplifting was 
raised as a big problem in our area and lack of communication with the 
Police. She promised to make improvements.
The Parish Council has taken over maintenance which used to be carried out 
by Somerset Council i.e. weedkilling on pavements in the village, additional 
grass cutting and cutting public footpaths. Installing more litter and dog bins
The Parish Council are purchasing a Speed Indicator Device which can be 
moved around the village intermittently as speed has always been an issue of 
concern.
Repairs have also been made to the ground level in the Children’s Play Are in 
Vilberie Close.
4.05.25	Reports from Local Groups:
Village Hall:
The Village Hall Committee elected a new Chairman in October 2024 Tom 
Catherall .  The hall is the largest village hall in Somerset and costs are high to
 maintain.   The hall hosts many events, a carol service, a poppy service with 
representatives from 40 Commando.  The Morris Men and lady dancers were
there at Easter. The Church Benefice Office has a room,  the rent being paid 
by the Parish Council.  The hall also hosts: Tai Chi, Aikido, line dancing
Norton singers, Jitterbugs Children’s dancing, Norton Baby Clinic, the Stroke 
Club and Slimming World plus hires out to Children’s parties, bingo, wakes 
and christenings.  The hall also hosts the very successful Coffee Shop.



-1-
NF Playing Field Association:
The football pitch on the old field is in a fantastic condition – thanks to the 
volunteer who looks after it.  There are two football pitches, the original pitch
hosts the children’s teams and a ladies team uses it on Sundays.  The new 
pitch is being hired out, as is the pavilion.
The showers need refurbishment and a grant is to be requested from the
Parish Council.
Allotments:
All available plots have been taken, two small plots will become free when 
the volunteers have brought them up to a lettable condition.  Last year was 
very wet and the site flooded six times.  The volunteers removed a very large 
tree trunk from the stream which has helped water flow.
A wild flower area has been developed and fruit and native trees planted.  
The fences on the bridge have also been repaired.  The allotments have had 
trouble with trespassers on the site and the fences are also in need of repair.
For the full reports please apply to the Clerk: nfpc@btinternet.com

5.05.25	Open discussion on matters affecting the parish of Norton Fitzwarren.
		(An opportunity to raise local concerns by any resident of the parish).
		A heated discussion arose in connection with the damage to one of the paths 
leading to the Hill Fort reported by Bob Croft of the Somerset Heritage 
Centre. Graham Withnell left the meeting.
The Hill Fort is owned by Somerset Council and managed by the
Heritage Centre the Parish Council has no jurisdiction or control over its
management.  Somerset Cllr. Andy Sully offered to set up a meeting with a
member pf the public and the Heritage Centre to clarify how the Hill Fort can 
be used by children playing and riding bikes.
The meeting ended at 8.15pm
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