NORTON FITZWARREN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday, 4th March, 2026 in the
Village Hall.

Present:  Kyle Gordon, Chairman, Dee Childs, Vice Chair, Nita Wyatt, Adrian Jones,
Phil Bareham, Graham Withnell, Tom Catherall. Clerk: Janet Gobey
Also present: Iona Taylor, Youth Representative to the Parish Council, Keith Woodmason, Chairman, Playing Fields Committee.

The meeting started at.7.33pm
No questions from the 15 minutes open discussion for the public.

1.03.26	Apologies – no apologies, all present.

2.03.26	Declarations of Interest – none declared.

3.03.26	To approve the minutes of the meeting held on the 4th February, 2026
		The minutes were approved following a correction to item 10.2.26 (a) the
		£5 million awarded for buses was awarded to Somerset Council not
		First Bus.

4.03.26	Election of Chair
		Tom Catherall proposed Kyle Gordon for Chair, seconded  Graham Withnell		There being no other nominations, Kyle Gordon accepted and took the Chair.

5.03.26	Election of Vice Chair
		Kyle Gordon proposed Dee Childs, seconded Graham Withnell, no other
		nominations therefore Dee Childs elected as Vice Chair.

6.03.26	Update from Norton Trailblazers
		An update has been received, unfortunately the organiser Mr. Jo Webber 
could not attend.  44 adventures were undertaken by the young 
people in 2025, new things were done, raft building, cliff 
scrambling in Gower, exploring Scottish islands, 5 new kids have joined.
The Parish Council is very keen to see this group succeed and has given
grant funding in previous years.

7.03.26	New playing field, update and maintenance requirement
		Keith Woodmason, Chairman of the Playing Fields Association reported
		that they had won £1,000 in grant aid, which will go towards a
		new mower which will be able to cut both fields in less time.  Further grants
can be applied for when the Parish Council holds the Lease for the field.
		A quote has been obtained for the maintenance but some of the 
maintenance could be carried out by volunteers.
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8.03.26	Staplegrove development – update and planning applications for the
		development.
		The three planning applications: 38/25/0319, 0230 & 38/24/02295 are
		for minor adjustments.  The roundabout at Cross Keys will also be
		removed.  Congestion at the roundabout is very bad, especially at peak times.
		The buses are running very late due to the roadworks.

9.03.26	The Russet Cider Trail – update
		Following discussion with various landowners, the group have decided that 
the best route for the path is to follow the line of the public footpath and exit 
through Manor Gardens.

10.03.26	Planning applications relating to Norton Fitzwarren
		a) Applications received since issue of agenda – none received.
		b) Approvals and refusals – none.

11.03.26	Reports:
		a) Somerset Council – no representative, but update by email circulated to
		Councillors before the meeting – no discussion.
		b) Youth Representative	
		Norton School	has made contact regarding the litter pick at the hill fort.  A
		meeting is being arranged with Purland School.  Contact with the Local
		Community Network is being investigated.
		c) Flooding
		The drains and gullies have been cleared in front of the two properties 
adjacent to the pottery shop.  The residents have also been given 
extra equipment in case of heavy rain.
The drains by the pedestrian crossing adjacent to the Doctor’s Surgery have 
not been cleared.
Several road drains in the village are not lying flat and are very noisy when
driven over. Graham Withnell will report these to Somerset Highways.
d) Buses
A new bus shelter is to be installed at the bus stop opposite the garage on the
Minehead Road.  Unfortunately there were no buses until the evening after 
the half Marathon.  There will be alterations to the no 25 bus route.
e) Footpaths
 A tree is down on path T18/9, the Parish Council’s contractor has been
asked to remove it.  There were also fallen trees on footpath T18/12 around 
the Marine Camp which PPLO Phil Bareham cleared and a fault has been 
raised on path T18/17 which runs behind Otter Nurseries.
f) Clerk – Our Division name has been confirmed as Norton Fitzwarren and
Cotford St. Luke.
Dee Childs reported that the readings from the Speed Indicator Device show 
that there has been little speeding, in 3 months 155,000 vehicles went 
through the village. Future reports will be given every 3 months.
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g) Health and Safety – nothing to report.
h) Environmental – nothing to report.

12.03.26	Finance:
		Invoices and payments for approval and any subsequently received:
Titan Containers rental for February £58.80
SALC training for Cllr. Kyle Gordon £25.00
Proposed to approve Nita Wyatt, seconded Graham Withnell, agreed.
		Invoices available to view.

13.3.26 Correspondence for discussion (circulated prior to meeting).
No discussion.

14.3.26 Date, time and place of next meeting.
             Wednesday, 1st April, 2026 at 7.30pm in the village hall.
	The meeting closed at 9.08p.
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