NORTON FITZWARREN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday, 2nd July, 2025 in the Village Hall.

Present: Mike Palmer, Chair, Graham Withnell, Dee Childs, Nita Wyatt, Kyle Gordon
Clerk: Janet Gobey.
Also present: County Cllr. Andy Sully, Nigel Quarman, Flood Warden, Armed Forces Health
for NHS Somerset, Fodo Higginson, Norton Choir and 10 members of the public.

The meeting started with 15 minutes open discussion for members of the public.
1. Teri Underwood from Armed Forces NHS Health spoke to the meeting about help to find funds for funding a Youth Club and requested the Parish Council’s help in
applying for funds from Somerset Association of Local Councils grant aid programme.
They have enough funds at the moment and could look at booking the village hall.
Assurances were given that the Council are always keen to help Youth groups and that help to apply to SALC’s funding scheme would be given.
2. A request that silt be cleared from the drain by the pedestrian crossing by the
Doctor’s Surgery.  The Clerk will report the blocked drain to Somerset Council.
3. A report of an aggressive dog attacking other dogs in the Vilberie Close area,
The Chair, Mike Palmer will report this to PCSO Marshall Bernhardt.

1.07.25	Apologies
		Cllrs. Tom Catherall, Phil Bareham and Adrian Jones cannot attend due to 
other engagements.

2.07.25	Declarations of Interest – none declared.

3.07.25	To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 4th June, 2025.
		The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.

4.07.25	To consider co-option of candidate onto the Parish Council.
		Three candidates came forward and answered questions from the
		Council.  A vote was taken and the result was a unanimous decision to
		co-opt Kyle Gordon onto the Parish Council.  Kyle was invited to join the 
Council at the table.  The meeting was paused while the Declaration of
Acceptance of Office was signed and countersigned by the Clerk.  The
Parish Council welcomed Kyle onto the Council.

5.07.25	To consider grant application for support for the Norton Singers.
		A grant application has been received for £585 which is part payment of the 
Tutor’s fee. Following discussion, proposed Mike Palmer to award the
grant, seconded Nita Wyatt, 4 in favour 1 against, carried.

6.07.25	To consider security at the Sports Playing Field and possible installation
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		of CCTV cameras.
		Various cameras and solutions were discussed Cllr. Tom Catherall is 
investigating, as he is not present, deferred until the next meeting.

7.07.25	Speed Indicator Devices update and training requirement for volunteers.
		The SID devices cannot be installed until the posts are in position, as the
		devices must be tested within 5 days of delivery they cannot be ordered
		until the posts are in place.  This may mean an increase in the cost.
		Cllr. Graham Withnell is investigating an alternative to Chapter 8 training,
		which is quite expensive.

8.07.25	To formally agree to the signing of Somerset Council’s Licence to allow the
		Parish Council to use the playing field for a further six months. (As previous
		Licence).
		Proposed Mike Palmer and seconded Nita Wyatt, to agree to the signing, 
carried.

9.07.25	To consider grant application from South West Heritage Trust.
		A grant application has been received from South West Heritage Trust for a 
contribution towards the purchase of the Chew Valley Hoard to enable its 
return to Somerset.   The application was considered by Council, the 
Chair proposed that, as the Council is small with limited funds to re-affirm the
  		decision made several years ago to only award grants to groups within the 
parish, seconded Graham Withnell and agreed unanimously.

10.07.25	Planning; (a)
		25/25/0014CQ Prior approval for change of use from agricultural building
   		to 1 dwelling house at The Glen, Langford Lane, Norton Fitzwarren.   			25/25/0015 Erection of single storey extension at 21 Dabinett Close.
		No issues for either of these applications.
		b) Applications received since issue of agenda – none received.
		c) Approvals and refusals:
		25/25/0009 2-storey extension to side of 19 Manor Park – Conditional 
approval.
25/25/0011 Variation of conditions for changes to roof from pitched to flat,
38 Dabinett Close, Norton Fitzwarren. – approved.

11.07.25	Reports:
		a) Somerset Council
		The report from Cllr. Andy Sully has been circulated electronically.  The name
for the new ward has been submitted as Norton Fitzwarren and Cotford St. 
Luke.  The bus service from Minehead which used to call into the West 
Somerset Railway will now stop at the end of the underpass due to the difficulties in turning at the station.  
The grant applied for from the Somerset Rivers Authority for £14,448 has 
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been successful.  This will be used to clear the Halse Water at Ford Farm
and the Norton Brook which runs from the Marine Camp to join the river on the Taunton Cider development site.
b) Footpaths
The urban footpath by Yarlington Close is blocked with overgrowth,  Mike
Palmer will speak to Livewest and request them to clear it.
c) Bus service
The next timetable revisions will be from 31st August, 2025 to Easter 2026.
No major changes are expected, for the full report please contact the Clerk
 or Cllr. Dee Childs.
d) Clerk
The broken toddler swing at Vilberie Play Park is being replaced, the ROSPA
play area inspections have been carried out and the report should be received shortly.  HSBC Bank have written to say that the monthly bank charges will no longer be applied due to benefits given to small businesses.
e) Environment – nothing to report.
f)  Health & safety – no report.

12.07.25	Finance:
		a) Presentation of quarterly accounts April – June 2025.
		The accounts presented by the Clerk were approved and signed by the
Chair, proposed Nita Wyatt, seconded Mike Palmer, unanimous.
b) Bank reconciliation, invoices and payments for approval and any
subsequently received:
Jill Larcombe for Internal Audit £198.40
Titan Containers- rental for the month of June £63.00 
Village Hall - Contribution for the repairs to the William Marshall portrait 
£400.00
Midgard Forester, cut to nature area and footpaths £210.00
Proposed to agree payments Dee Childs, seconded Nita Wyatt, agreed.
Thanks were given from the Village Hall for the contribution towards the
repair to the portrait.

13.07.25	Correspondence for discussion (circulated prior to meeting).
		No discussion.

14.07.25	Date, time and place of next meeting.
		Wednesday, 3rd September, 2025 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
		The meeting closed at 8.45pm.
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