NORTON FITZWARREN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday, 4th June, 2025 in the Village Hall.

Present: Mike Palmer, Chairman, Graham Withnell, Nita Wyatt, Adrian Jones, Phil Bareham,
Tom Catherall, Dee Childs.  Clerk: Janet Gobey.
Also present: Somerset Cllr. Andy Sully, Keith Woodmason, Chairman, NF Playing Fields association and 9 members of the public.
The meeting started at 7.30pm.

No questions in the 15 minute public question time.

1.06.25	Apologies
		None received.

2.06.25	Declarations of Interest
		Tom Catherall declared a personal interest in items 8 and 4, and Adrian Jones  
declared a personal interest in item 4.

3.06.25	To approve the minutes of the meeting held on the 7th May, 2025
		The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.

4.06.25	Playing Field update and to consider the grant application for refurbishing		the showers.
		Update given by Keith Woodmason, two more youth teams are now using
		the original pitch.  The new pitch has weeds on it and needs some 
groundwork.  Keith Woodmason will contact Jessica Kemmish at Somerset 
Council, who have overall charge of the playing field.  A playing field volunteer
day is being planned.  The allotments have offered help.
The grant application was discussed, the showers are in a poor state of repair
and badly need refurbishing.  Proposed Mike Palmer to award the requested
£1372.00, seconded Nita Wyatt, agreed.
A cleaning company is being sought to deal with the mould issue.

5.6.25		To consider grant application from Norton Allotment Association.
		Thanks were given to Colin Mercer for repairing the main gate.  The
		grant application towards the purchase of a new mower was discussed.
		The allotments maintenance team offered to cut the public footpath from
		Manor Gardens up to the second bridge using the new mower, this would 
  		save the Parish Council the cost of cutting part of footpath T18/9.  Agreed
		to award the grant requested of £3000 towards the mower and to reduce
		the six months’ rent April to September to £250 to cover the fuel costs of
		cutting the footpath.  Proposed Nita Wyatt, seconded Phil Bareham, agreed.
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6.06.25	To consider grant application for Norton News website.
		The grant application was discussed, Simi Anderson, the new Editor attended 
and answered questions from Councillors.  A website and printed copies are 
planned.  Councillors agreed to grant £2,500 for the costs of setting up the 
new website but due to limited resources could not commit to funding 
printed copies or their related costs.  Proposed Adrian Jones, seconded
Mike Palmer.  Carried.

7.06.25	Speed Indicator Device updates and quotes.
Quotes from three providers were obtained, Elan City was considered the best option, therefore proposed Dee Childs that the Elan City Speed Indicator device with three solar panels, one for each site is ordered at a cost of £3420.07 + VAT, seconded Nita Wyatt, agreed unanimously. The posts will be installed by Somerset Council.  The £250 already paid for site inspection also includes the installation of the posts.  Unfortunately, Somerset Council have said that it could take three months to install the posts. Three volunteers have come forward to move the device around the three sites, training is required.  The Clerk will contact the training providers for quotes.

8.06.25	To consider plan for the Place of Safety policy.
		Discussed, a place of safety policy needs be put in place by the Parish Council, 
delegated to Tom Catherall, Chairman, Village Hall and Cllr. Graham Withnell 
to complete the form, then to return to the Parish Council to agree.

9.06.25	Planning:
		(a) Applications received since issue of agenda -none received.
		(c) Approvals and refusals
		25/24/0004 Subdivision of property into 2 dwellings, Fitzwarren House,
		Norton Fitzwarren – approved with conditions.

10.06.25	Reports:
		a) Somerset Council – report from Cllr. Andy Sully
		The newsletter received from Cllr. Andy Sully has been circulated.
Update for planning application for Ford Farm.  The Environment Agency
are unhappy with the flood alleviation proposals and require them to be
re-submitted.  The development site has not been included in the Somerset 
Council boundary review.  
Somerset Councillors will be reduced from 110 to 96.
The name for the new ward is proposed to be ‘Norton & Cotford’, The Parish Council objected to this and stated that it should be ‘Norton Fitzwarren and Cotford St. Luke.  Cllr. Andy Sully will pass our objection to Somerset Council.
Elections will be held in 2027.
b) Bus Service
The new electric buses are proving to be very reliable.  The ‘No waiting’ signs 
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are now in place at all bus stop laybys.   Further funding maybe received from the Government. Taunton Town Council are taking control of the bus station (now to be called the Mobility Hub).  There is a consultation concerning the future use of the ancillary buildings opposite the Mobility Hub.
c) Footpaths
Footpaths T18/28 and T18/5, both sides of the main railway line have been 
cut, Bishops Hull will pay for the T18/28 to be cut this time, as the path is on 
the parish border.
Footpaths T18/2 and T18/3 from the Hill Fort should be cut by Somerset 
Council but have not yet been cut.  Three trees have come down at on 
footpath T18/1 which runs from the hill fort to the Minehead Road.
d) Clerk
          		The salt bin ordered for Great Western Way has arrived, when it is in place 
Somerset Council have agreed fill it.
          		The first weed spraying in the village was carried out on the 19th May.
		e) Environment – no report.
  		f) Health and safety - nothing to report.

11.06.25	To adopt the updated new Model Standing Orders for 2025.
		Circulated electronically prior to the meeting.  Proposed to adopt the 2025
Model Standing Orders Mike Palmer, seconded Adrian Jones, Agreed.

12.06.25	Risk Assessment 2025 update.
		The Clerk drafted an undated Risk Assessment, circulated prior to the
		meeting.  Proposed to approve Adrian Jones, Seconded Nita Wyatt.

13.06.25	Finance:
		Invoices for approval and any subsequently received:
		Titan Containers – one month £65.10
Clear Insurance (2nd year of 3-year deal) £946.90
   		Midgard Forester – parish maintenance £609.00
PCC Norton Fitzwarren, Benefice Office rent – July to December £756.00
Invoices available for Councillors to view at the meeting.
		Proposed to approve Phil Bareham, seconded Mike Palmer.  Agreed.

14.06.25	Correspondence for discussion (circulated electronically).
		No discussion.

15.06.25	Date, time and place of next meeting.
		Wednesday, 2nd July, 2025 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
		The meeting closed at 9.05pm.
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