NORTON FITZWARREN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday, 7th May, at 8.15pm in the Village Hall.

Present: Mike Palmer, Adrian Jones, Nita Wyatt, Phil Bareham, Tom Catherall. Clerk: Janet Gobey.
Also present Somerset Cllr. Andy Sully and six members of the public.
The meeting started at 8.15pm immediately following the Annual Parish Meeting.

1.05.25		Apologies 
Cllr. Dee Childs on holiday,  Cllr. Edwin Norton.  Paula Knott has left the Council.

2.05.25		Election of Chairman
		Cllr. Adrian Jones proposed Mike Palmer, seconded Cllr. Tom Catherall, no
		other nominations Cllr. Mike Palmer accepted and signed the Declaration of
		Acceptance of Office and took the Chair.

3.05.25		Declarations of Interest – Nita Wyatt declared a personal interest in item no. 8.

4.05.25		To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd April, 2025
		The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.

5.05.25		To appoint representatives for: Playing Field Association, Play areas,
		Footpath Liaison Officer, De-fibrilator maintenance, Tree Warden.
		The following volunteered:
		Playing Field Association:  Adrian Jones and Tom Catherall,
		Play areas: Mike Palmer
		Footpaths: Phil Bareham
		De-fibrilator maintenance: Graham Withnell & Paula Knott
		Tree Warden: Janet Gobey

6.05.25		Speed Indicator Devices – update from site visit by Somerset Council.
		Three sites have been agreed by Somerset Council and three quotes obtained. Elan 
 Evolis Vision SID has been recommended by Bishops Lydeard Parish Council. 
 Somerset Council will install the posts which will cost approx. £350 each, the waiting 
 time is about 3 months.
 Cllr. Graham Withnell is investigating the training required for volunteers. 
 The quotes will be confirmed and discussed at the next meeting.

7.05.25		Place of Safety – update and requirements.
		To be deferred to the next meeting – Cllr. Mike Palmer volunteered to be the
		Parish Council contact.

8.05.25		Norton News website – update.
		The bank account has been closed, the volunteer who came forward last month
		has withdrawn but another volunteer came forward at the meeting and will be
		contacting the Parish Council about grant funding.

9.05.25		Planning:
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		(a) 25/25/0004 Loft accommodation, 59 Apple Tree Close – application 
withdrawn.
     		25/25/0009 2-storey extension, 19 Manor Park – no comment required.
		(b) Applications received since issue of agenda
		25/25/0011 Variation of condition no.2 (approved plans), 38 Dabinett Close.
		No comment from Council required.
		(c) Approvals & refusals.   

10.05.25	Finance:
     		(a) Presentation of Parish Council accounts and audit for 2024/25:                           
		(b) To consider Internal Audit and approval of the the Annual Governance 
 Statement.
 The accounts have been audited by the Internal Auditor and   
 recommendations considered by Council, the recommendations will be 
 implemented.
 Council having considered the Annual Governance Statement agreed it had
 complied with the required internal controls.
		 Proposed Mike Palmer, seconded Nita Wyatt, carried.
		 (c) To approve the accounts for the year ended 31st March 2025:
 The Clerk presented detailed accounts for the year ended 31st March 2025
		 and reported on the Council’s finances.   Proposed to agree the accounts
		 Tom Catherall, seconded Phil Bareham, carried.
		 (d) To approve regular direct debits and bank transfer payments for 2025:
		 Website, Parish maintenance (quoted annually), Clerk’s salary, HMRC 
             		 rent for the storage container, rent for Benefice Office.
		 Proposed Adrian Jones, seconded Nita Wyatt, carried.
		 (e) Payments received (for information only):
 		 Precept for 2025/26 £43,875.00
		 Interest £43.56   
      	              (f)  Invoices and payments for approval and any subsequently received:
                           Kingfisher Direct – purchase of salt/grit bin £235.20
                           Midgard Forester – grass cutting £383.50
	              Som. Council – to view and approve SID locations £250.00
                           Norton Trailblazers grant £1080.00
                           Titan Containers rental £63.00
	              SALC subscription £1397.26
	              Travel expenses to attend LCN meetings Graham Withnell £48.10
		 Proposed to accept Phil Bareham, seconded Adrian Jones, carried.

11.05.25	Correspondence for discussion (circulated electronically before the 
meeting). – no discussion.

12.05.25	Date, time and place of next meeting:
		Wednesday, 4th June, 2025 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
		The meeting closed at 8.55pm.
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