  NORTON FITZWARREN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday, 2nd April, 2025 in the Village Hall.

Present: Mike Palmer, Chairman, Paula Knott, Vice Chair, Nita Wyatt, Adrian Jones,
Phil Bareham, Tom Catherall, Edwin Norton.  Clerk: Janet Gobey
Also present: SC Cllr. Andy Sully, Parish Flood Warden Nigel Quarman, Taunton Town Cllr.
Edward Firmin, Fodo Higginson from the Village Choir and six members of the public.

The meeting started at 7.30pm with 15 minutes open discussion for members of the public.
No questions.

1.04.25	Apologies
		Cllrs. Dee Childs and Graham Withnell.

2.04.25	Declarations of Interest
		Cllrs. Nita Wyatt, Tom Catherall and Edwin Norton declared a personal
		interest in item 7 as members of the Village Hall Committee.

3.04.25	To approve the minutes of the meeting held on the 5th March, 2025.
		The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.

4.04.25	Actions from last meeting
		Covered by the agenda.

5.04.25	Grant application from Norton Trailblazers
		Discussed, unfortunately Jo Webber, Group Leader, could not be present as 
he is working away from home.  The grant is for Norton Trailblazers, a group
for children to go on adventure trips.  Agreed, a very worthy cause, the full 
amount granted of £1090.00 from the funds set aside for youth groups.  
Proposed Tom Catherall, seconded Nita Wyatt, agreed unanimously.

6.04.25	Norton News – update
		A volunteer has come forward to manage the new online newsletter, all the
		existing volunteers have resigned, there will be no paper copies or 2-way
		comments.
The remaining funds supplied by the Parish Council will be returned, apart from a small amount held back for expenses.

7.04.25	Norton Choir 
		A grant of £1090 was awarded to the choir in September for 18 sessions
		which will expire in April 2025.  Fodo Higginson explained that SALC grants for 
Health & Wellbeing are available for Parish Councils.  A grant application form will be sent to Fodo.  Costs are £60 per session.
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8.04.25	New website – update
		Councillor’s  .gov.uk email addresses have been distributed to members with 
the passwords required to set them up.  The Clerk will carry out the 
administration.

9.04.25	Speed Indicator Device -update
		A meeting has been arranged with Traffic Control, Somerset Council to view 
and approve all three sites, the application form can then be submitted and 
the SID ordered.  The Chairman will meet with the Officer from Somerset 
Council to show her around the sites.

10.04.25	Planning: (a) Applications received since issue of agenda.
		25/25/0004 Conversion of loft into ancillary accommodation, 59 Apple Tree
		Close, agreed no comments required.
		25/25/0005 Erection of Bungalow on land adjacent to ‘Great View’,
		Pen Elm, Minehead Road - no comments required.
		(b) Approvals and refusals – none listed.

11.04.25	Reports:
		a) SC - Phosphate mitigation issue – Wessex Water are upgrading their
		plants to remove additional phosphate from the water.  Legal disputes are 
ongoing between the Council and the developers.
		Somerset Rivers Authority have some grant funding remaining, the Parish
		Council intends to apply, if successful it will can be used to clear the Norton 
Brook and Halse Water in the west of the village.
b) Bus service – no new report.
c)  Footpaths – The metal handle on the bridge over the main line has been 
repaired by the Footpaths Warden, Cllr. Phil Bareham, and the hole in the 
step has been reported to Rights of Way, Somerset Council.  Footpath T18/9 – 
as soon as the wooden sleepers offered by West Somerset Railway arrive the 
bridge will be repaired.  The Parish Council’s southern boundary with Bishops 
Hull parish remains the same only the eastern boundary has altered and now 
follows Silk Mills Road instead of the line of the Back Stream.
d) Clerk
The salt/grit bin has been ordered for Great Western Way, delivery will be
 made to the Village Hall.
e) Environmental – no report.
f) Health & safety – no report

12.04.25	Finance:
         		(a) Appointment of Internal Auditor
		The Clerk recommended Jill Larcombe our Internal Auditor for the last few    
                           years, there is an increase from last year of £5 for the audit.  Proposed
		Mike Palmer that Council accepts the Clerk’s recommendation, seconded
		Phil Bareham, agreed.
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 		(b) Income received (for information only):
              	     Rent from allotment site £300.00
             		     Interest £43.41
       		 c) Invoices and payments for approval and any subsequently received:
                        Midgard Forester – cutting grass in play areas and village hall £217.00
                        Somerset Council emptying dog bins – January to March £487.97  
	                 Titan Containers rental one month £65.10
	                 Proposed to approve Nita Wyatt, seconded Mike Palmer, agreed.

13.04.25	 Correspondence for discussion (circulated electronically prior to meeting).
                            No discussion.

14.04.25	 Date, time and place of next meetings.
	  	The Annual Parish meeting will take place on the 7th May, 2025 at 7.30pm
 		 in the Village Hall, and the Annual Parish Council meeting will then
		 immediately follow.
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