NORTON FITZWARREN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday, 5th March, 2025 at the Village Hall.

Present: Mike Palmer, Chairman, Adrian Jones, Nita Wyatt, Dee Childs, Tom Catherall.
Clerk: Janet Gobey.  Nigel Quarman, Flood Warden and 4 members of the public.

The meeting started with 15 minutes open discussion for the public.
One question requesting an update for the Ford Farm Development -  no update available.

1.03.25	Apologies:  Cllrs. Graham Withnell, Phil Bareham are on holiday.
		Cllrs. Paula Knott and Edwin Norton are unwell.

2.03.25	Declarations of Interest
		None declared.

3.03.25	To approve the minutes of the meeting held on the 5th March , 2025.
		One amendment to item 10.02.25 agreed, the minutes were then
		signed by the Chairman.

4.03.25	Actions from last meeting – Covered by the agenda.

5.03.25	Speed Indicator Device – update.
		Three sites have been selected at Manor Park, Jeffries Close and the junction 
of Churchill Close, Great Western Way.  Agreed to take up the offer of a
Somerset Highways Officer to visit the sites with a member of the Parish 
Council to approve the sites and to offer advice.  The cost would be £250.
Also agreed to sign the Agreement with Somerset Council to install the SIDS.

6.03.25	Parish Council website – update
		A new photo has been inserted which better fits the website and the website
 is now live. The contract with the existing provider has been cancelled and 
new .gov.uk email addresses have been set up for the Clerk and Councillors.

7.03.25	Salt bin for Great Western Way – quotes.
		Agreed to purchase a large salt/grit bin for Great Western Way, the CIL funds
		currently held by the Parish Council can be used.  Permission would need to
		be sought from Highways or the Developer.

8.03.25	Parish Maintenance – to consider contracts for 2025/26
		The Parish Council expressed the wish to remain with the existing 
contractors as the maintenance carried out is excellent and at a reasonable
cost.  Midgard Forester, grass, hedges, public footpaths and general maintenance agreed £1 per hour increase plus £10 per visit for fuel.
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Approved the quote for Weed Control Systems for weed killing around the
village.  Proposed Mike Palmer to accept the quotes, seconded
Tom Catherall and agreed unanimously.

9.03.25	Norton Brook maintenance – update
		Somerset Council’s Flooding Officer, is meeting with the farmer to request
		they clear the section of Norton Brook from Rectory Road to the new playing 
field.  The section behind the new playing field also needs clearing.  The 
Parish Council has cleared the section to the north of the existing playing 
field and as requested written to the Environment Agency to request the silt 
is cleared from the remainder of the stream down to the B3227.

10.03.25	Planning: (a)
25/24/0019 Re-submission of application for a Commercial Vehicle Storage Yard, Great Western Way. No objection from Council.
(b) Applications received since issue of agenda 
25/25/0003 Single storey extension, 37 Rectory Road – no objection.
 (c)  Approvals and refusals
  25/24/0022/T Management works to trees by Norton Brook – approved.
11.03.25	Reports:
		(a) Somerset Council – report circulated to Councillors electronically, no 
Councillors present.
		(b) Bus service
		The 28a is being withdrawn through the village in the daytime but the 
		25 and the 25a are continuing.  There will be a minibus to Dulverton a no. 26.
Two new electric buses for training will be arriving next week and the no. 25 
will be going out to tender.
		c) Footpaths – Progress has been made with the broken bridge by the West 
Somerset Railway crossing.  WSR are assisting with delivery of sleepers to the
site.
d) Clerk/Tree Warden
The Maintenance contractor will be sowing a grass and wild flower mix to the
area cleared as a result of removing the bank at the nature reserve.
The trees which have been removed by the developer at Jeffries Close to 
install a builders’ waste area should be replaced.  Somerset Council
Landscape Officer will inform the developer.
		e) Environmental -no further report.
		f) Health and safety – no further report.

12.03.25	Finance:
		(a) Income received (for notification only):
		 Interest from deposit account: £236.54
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 (b) Invoices and payments for approval and any subsequently received:
[bookmark: _Hlk191465365]                           Titan Containers, one month £65.10
                           Website quarterly charge £54.00
                           PCC six months’ rent for Benefice Office £756.00
Somerset Council – to empty dog bins for quarter October to December 
    		£487.97
    		Midgard Forester maintenance to public footpath and removal of bank at
   		nature reserve £587.00
   	 	Titan Containers, one month £58.80
        		Somerset Playing Fields Association - annual subscription £20.00
                           Midgard Forester – repair to gate in Station Road – £524.81
		Parish-Online for web services - £384.00
		Invoices available for Councillors to view.
	              Proposed Nita Wyatt to approve, seconded Mike Palmer, carried.

13.03.25	Correspondence for discussion (circulated electronically prior to meeting).
		No discussion.

14.03.25	Date, time and place of next meeting:
		Wednesday, 2nd April, 2025 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
		The meeting closed at 8.50pm.
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