NORTON FITZWARREN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday, 5th February, 2024 at the Village Hall.

Present:  Mike Palmer, Chairman, Paula Knott, Vice Chairman, Adrian Jones, Dee Childs,
Nita Wyatt, Phil Bareham, Tom Catherall, Graham Withnell. Clerk: Janet Gobey
Also present:  Keith Woodmason, Chair NF Playing Fields Association and 2 members of the public.
The meeting started with 15 minutes open discussion on matters affecting the parish –
No discussion.

1.02.25	Apologies:  Cllr. Edwin Norton is unwell, Somerset Cllr. Andy Sully.

2.02.25	Declarations of Interest
		Cllrs. Tom Catherall, Nita Wyatt, Graham Withnell, declared a personal
		interest in item 10 as members of the Village Hall Committee.

3.02.25	To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 5th February, 2025
		The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.

4.02.25	Police Matters
		The Chairman will ask PCSO Marshall Bernhardt to call in and see him
		to give an update for the parish.  The illegal scooters which are being 
ridden around the village have been reported following a complaint from a 
member of the public.  One of the riders is known to the Police and will be spoken to. The Chairman will write to Gideon Amos MP to invite him to a meeting.

5.02.25	Actions from the last meeting.
		Covered by the agenda.

6.02.25	New playing field – update
		Somerset Council will continue to maintain the field until the legal dispute
concerning the maintenance allowance has been settled with the new 
landowners Montgomery Developments.  It was agreed that the Parish 
Council could not take control of the field and undertake the 
maintenance until the funds are secured and handed over to the Parish 
Council.

7.02.25	Speed Indicator Device 
		Three sites were suggested, Manor Park, Burnshill by Jeffords Close and Great 
Western Way.  The sites must be approved by Somerset Council and posts
need to be installed.  The Clerk will contact Traffic Management for advice 
and guidance.
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8.02.25	Parish Council Website - to consider quotes.
		Three quotes were considered, it was agreed to accept Parish-online.co.uk
		and the offer to switch to a gov.uk domain name and gov.uk mail addresses.
		The quote includes a 30% discount and £100 off the first year’s subscription 
		which would make the cost for the first year £420.00.  Proposed
Mike Palmer, seconded Nita Wyatt, agreed unanimously.

9.02.25	Quote for emptying dog bins.
		The cost of emptying the dog bins has reduced due to the levelling out of 
costs throughout Somerset.  The quote from Somerset Council was therefore
agreed unanimously.

10.02.25	To consider request for contribution of £400 towards repairs at the village 
hall.
The £400 is a contribution towards the repair to the portrait of William 
Marshall which fell and consequently damaged the frame.  Proposed
Phil Bareham to contribute £400, seconded Nita Wyatt, carried.

11.02.25	Planning: (a)
		25/24/0022 Management to trees along Norton Brook – no comment
		from required the Parish Council
		(b)  Applications received since issue of agenda
		None received.
		(c) Approvals and refusals:
		25/24/0023 Driveway, 3 Court Cottages, Wiveliscombe Road - approved
		
12.02.25	Reports:
		(a) Somerset Council  - report circulated electronically.
		(b) Flooding  No flooding issues have been reported.
		(c) Bus service
Somerset Council has received just over £6 million in funding for 2025/6 for the County’s Bus Service Improvement Plan.  The current £1.50 single fare for Taunton runs until 31 March. Evening services are to be reviewed with a view to continued funding for the best used routes.  Maintaining the £1 Park and Ride fare in Taunton and supporting the development of Taunton’s Transport hub were discussed between the Bus Users Group and the bus operators.  New rules will be in place from the 1st April, 2025.
(d) Footpaths
The Parish Council’s maintenance contractor has agreed to repair the small
bridge on footpath T18/9.  Unfortunately, the bridge is in an inaccessible
location but an appeal will be made to landowners for access.
(e) Clerk – A complaint has been received regarding illegal scooters in the village, this has been passed onto the local PCSO.
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(f) Environmental
The developers of Jeffords Close have removed 3 or 4 new trees to use the 
area for a storage container and building debris.  The Clerk will contact Somerset Council to request that trees will be re-planted when they leave the site.
(g) Health & Safety
The Clerk will contact Cllr. Andy Sully to request that he contacts Somerset
Council regarding the retaining wall which is in a very bad state of repair and likely to collapse.

13.02.25	Finance:
       		Invoices and payments for approval and any subsequently received:
       	             Titan Containers rental for one month £65.10
          	             Website for one quarter £54.00
                           PCC – rent for Benefice Office for six months (January to July) £756.00
                           Somerset Council to empty dog bins – October to December £487.97
                          Midgard Forester, footpath clearance to remove bank at nature reserve 
£587.00
		Somerset Playing Fields Association annual subscription £20.00 (agreed to
increase by £5 following a plea from the Association).
Invoices available to view to Councillors.
Proposed Graham Withnell to approve, seconded Tom Catherall, agreed.

14.02.25	Correspondence for discussion (circulated electronically prior to the  
meeting) - no discussion

15.02.25	Date, time and place of next meeting. 
		Wednesday, 5th March, 2025 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
		The meeting closed at 9pm.
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