NORTON FITZWARREN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday, 8th May, 2024
in the Village Hall.

Present: Mike Palmer, Paula Knott, Adrian Jones, Nita Wyatt, Tom Catherall, Edwin Norton
Clerk: Janet Gobey and 3 members of the public.
The meeting started at 8pm following the Annual Parish meeting.

1.05.24	Election of Chairman
		Mike Palmer requested nominations, Paula Knott nominated Mike Palmer, 
                           seconded Adrian Jones, no other nominations, Mike Palmer accepted and
                           took the Chair.

2.05.24	To receive the Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
		Mike Palmer signed the Declaration which was countersigned by the Clerk.

3.05.24	Election of Vice Chairman
		The Chairman nominated Paula Knott, no other nominations, Paula Knott
		accepted the nomination.

4.05.24	Declarations of Interest
		Cllr. Nita Wyatt declared a personal interest in item 12(f).

5.05.24	To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 3rd April, 2024.
		The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.

6.05.24	To appoint representatives for: Playing Field Association, Play Area
		Inspections, PPLO Footpath Liaison, De-fibrilator maintenance,
		Tree Warden.
		Playing Field Association: Paula Knott, Adrian Jones, Tom Catherall.
		Play area inspections: Mike Palmer
		PPLO: Phil Bareham
		Defibrillator maintenance: Graham Withnell & Paula Knott
		Tree Warden: Janet Gobey
		Planning Committee: Graham Withnell, Nita Wyatt and Paula Knott.

7.05.24	Actions from last meeting -  no issues.

8.05.24	Police matters
		A report has not been received so far this month. Council requested that
		the new Police & Crime Commissioner is invited to a meeting in the
		Autumn.
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9.05.24	Update – new playing field
 		A  container would be ideal for storage, preferably with doors both
		ends.  Containers can be bought for changing room facilities, but are very
expensive, an option to rent will be considered.  Various grants are available 
and could  be used to renovate the existing changing rooms. 
A new tractor/mower is needed.
A quote has been obtained for post and rail fencing, the gaps could be filled in 
at a later date. 
The tennis court posts are leaning in, Somerset Council are investigating.

10.05.24	To consider replacing dog bin at Hilly Park.
		Agreed a new bin is not needed as there is a litter bin nearby and a dog bin
		at the hill fort.	

11.05.24	Insurance Policy 2024/25.
		Several insurance brokers were contacted by the Clerk but Clear Insurance 
was the most suitable.  Agreed to accept the 3-year deal. Proposed Mike
Palmer, seconded Nita Wyatt carried.    The Clerk will enquire if the buildings 
cover is sufficient.

12.05.24	Finance:
(a) Presentation of Parish Council accounts and audit for 2024/25.
The Clerk presented detailed accounts for the year ended 31st March 2024.
The accounts have been audited by the Internal Auditor.
(b) To consider and approve the Annual Governance Statement
Council having considered the Governance Statement agreed it had complied
with the required internal controls. Proposed to approve Paula Knott,
seconded Adrian Jones.
(c) To approve the accounts for the year ended 31st March, 2024
The Internal Auditor has made certain recommendations which will
be implemented in the coming 2024/25 financial year. Proposed to approve the accounts Nita Wyatt, seconded Adrian Jones, carried.
(d) To approve regular direct debits and bank transfer payments for 2024/25
		Website £54.00 (quarterly), Clerk’s salary and HMRC payments, Parish 
maintenance (contract awarded in spring). Monthly rental for container
£55.80.
		Proposed to approve Nita Wyatt, seconded Tom Catherall, carried.
		(f) Invoices and payments for approval and any subsequently received:
		Norton News balance of grant for 2024/25 £2,500.00
		Notice Board for playing field £480.00
		Parish maintenance, grass & hedges for one month £761.00
		HMRC £281.22
		Proposed to approve Mike Palmer, seconded Edwin Norton, carried.

13.05.24	Planning:
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		(a) Applications received since issue of agenda:
		25/24/0006 38 Dabinett Close, Removal of conservatory & erection of single 
storey extension.  No objection from Council.
(b) Approvals and refusals – none.

14.05.24	Correspondence
		Circulated electronically prior to the meeting, no discussion.

15.05.24	Date, time and place of next meeting.
		Wednesday, 12th June, 2024 a week later due to holidays, at 7.30pm in the 
Village Hall.	
The meeting closed at 9pm.
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