NORTON FITZWARREN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday, 8th January, 2025
at the Village Hall.

Present:  Mike Palmer, Chairman, Paula Knott, Vice Chair, Adrian Jones, Graham Withnell,
Nita Watt, Dee Childs, Phil Bareham, Tom Catherall. Clerk: Janet Gobey.
Flood Warden Nigel Quarman, no members of the public present, therefore no open discussion for the public. The meeting started at 7.30pm with the agenda.

1.01.25	Apologies: Cllr. Edwin Norton who is ill.

2.01.25	Declarations of Interest – none declared.

3.01.25	To approve the minutes of the meeting held on the 4th December, 2024.
		The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.

4.01.25	Police matters
		The Clerk will circulate the newsletter when it arrives.

5.01.25	Actions from last meeting.
		There has been no response from Somerset Council regarding the damaged
		retention wall in Blackdown View.  The Clerk will report it again.

6.01.25	To agree and sign the Licence for the new field (January to June 2025).
		The Licence is the same as the one for 2024, proposed to sign Paula Knott,
		seconded Mike Palmer, agreed unanimously.  The Chairman Mike Palmer and
		Paula Knott, Vice Chair signed the Licence.  Witnessed by the Clerk.

7.01.25	Update regarding purchase of Speed Indicator Device.
		Agreed that the Clerk obtain quotes, a lock to be included and essential that 
data can be downloaded.  To be discussed at the next meeting.

8.01.25	Blackdown View – damage to wall - discussed under item 5.

9.01.25	CIL funds held by Parish Council – ideas for their use.
		£2077.73 is held by the Parish Council, ideas for use were:
		To pay for the new ‘Sports Field’ signs, additional salt bins, replacement
		street name signs or benches and to go towards the speed restriction signs.

10.01.25	Planning: (a)
		25/24/0023 Vehicle access and driveway, 3 Court Cottages, Wiveliscombe 
Road, Norton Fitzwarren. Comments submitted that there should not be any
impact on pedestrians or bus services.  Water run-off from the site will not
increase the flood risk or overload the existing drainage network.
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                    (b) Applications received since issue of agenda – none.
                          (c) Approvals and refusals – none listed.

11.01.25	Reports:
		(a) Somerset Council – Circulated electronically prior to the meeting.
		No County Councillors present.
		(b) Flooding
		Flood Report submitted by the Flood Warden – no flooding reported.
		(c) Bus Service
		Changes to the service will be after April and will be a marginal 
improvement.  The £3 bus fare started on the 1st January with a £2.40
intermediate fare.  The electric buses have been delayed until May.
(d) Footpaths –  Deferred until March. The hole in the stair on the main
line railway bridge will be reported.
(e) Clerk 
The Parish Council’s contractor will start removing the bank at the	nature
reserve next week.
(f) Environmental – no report.
(g) Health & Safety – no report

12.01.25	Finance:
		a) Presentation of accounts for 3rd quarter (April to December 2024).
		The accounts for nine months from April to December 2024 presented
		by the Clerk were approved.  Proposed to approve Mike Palmer, seconded
		Adrian Jones, carried.
		b) Invoices and payments for approval and any subsequently received:
		Titan Containers, monthly rental – December £55.80
		PCC All Saints monthly rental for Benefice Office £126.00
		Complete Weed Control (3rd application in village) 708.00
		Midgard Forester – remaining hedge, Church Lane and fallen tree £158.00
		Proposed to approve payments Nita Wyatt, seconded Phil Bareham.
		Invoices available to view by Councillors.

13.01.25	Correspondence for discussion (circulated electronically).
		Clerk to obtain quote from the Parish Online website to obtain .gov.uk email 		addresses.

14.01.25	Date, time and place of next meeting.
		Wednesday, 5th March, 2025 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
		The meeting closed at 9pm.
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