NORTON FITZWARREN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday, 4th December 2024 in the Village Hall.

Present: Mike Palmer, Chairman, Pauka Knott, Vice Chair, Dee Childs, Nita Wyatt, Phil Bareham,
Adrian Jones, Tom Catherall. Clerk:  Janet Gobey
Also present: Flood Warden, Nigel Quarman, Keith Woodmason, Chairman, NF Playing Field Committee and 3 members of the public.

The meeting started at 7.30pm with public questions, nothing raised.

1.12.24		Apologies -  Cllrs. Graham Withnell and Edwin Norton

2.12.24		Declarations of Interest
		Cllr. Tom Catherall declared a personal interest in item 11 as Chairman of the
		Village Hall Committee.    Cllr. Nita Wyatt also declared a personal interest
		in item no. 11 as a member of the Village Hall Committee.

3.12.24		To approve the minutes of the meeting held on the 6th November, 2024.
		The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.

4.12.24		Police Matters
		One of the pavilion doors had been damaged beyond repair by a break-in and the 
door will have to be replaced.   The incident has been reported to the Police.  No
feedback has yet been received.  PCSO Marshall Bernhardt has said he would visit
Chairman, Mike Palmer.

5.12.24		Actions from last meeting  - covered by the agenda.

6.12.24		New playing field – update.
		The remaining funds are to be used to repair the track.  A meeting has been 
requested with Somerset Council, either on site or a virtual meeting. 
A new Licence to use the new playing field will need to be signed as the existing one 
between Somerset Council and the Parish Council will expire on the 31st December. 

7.12.24		Speed of Traffic through the village.
		This is an ongoing concern for residents, the Speedwatch Team need new volunteers.
		Speed control methods were discussed, proposed Paula Knott, and seconded Nita
Wyatt to purchase a Speed Indicator Device and 3 extra mounting packs so that the 
device can be circulated between Burnshill,  Manor Park and Great Western Way.  
A volunteer came forward to help move the display around sites.

8.12.24		To consider plaque for the new Commonwealth War Memorial in Taunton.
		Discussed and agreed to purchase the larger 10cm x 7.5cm plaque for £75.00
		Proposed Adrian Jones, seconded Mike Palmer, unanimous.

9.12.24		To consider repairs to wall in Blackdown View.
		The Clerk will report the faulty wall again to Somerset Council and will copy in
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Cllr. Mike Rigby to request his assistance.


10.12.24	To consider precept for 2025/26
		Discussed, generally agreed that the precept requirement would need to be
		increased for 2025/26 due to additional responsibilities being passed to Parish 
		Councils.  Therefore, proposed by Dee Childs that the precept is set at
		£41,637.00 as set out in the Clerk’s draft calculations. An increase of approximately
3%.   Seconded Mike Palmer, agreed unanimously.

11.12.24	To consider request from the Village Hall Committee to extend the car park into
		the recreation ground.
		Agreed in principle to allow the car park to be extended into the recreation
		ground and that the work would not be at the cost of the Council.

12.12.24	Planning:
         (a) Applications received after the agenda has been issued.
    	 None received.
           (b) Approvals & refusals – None listed.

13.12.24	Reports:
		a) Somerset Council – report circulated electronically as both Somerset Councillors 
are not present.
		b) LCN meetings
		The meeting scheduled for January in the Village Hall has been moved to Deane 
House as there is insufficient parking and internet coverage.
c) Bus service
A grant of 9.6 million pounds will be coming to Somerset in 2025 for the
Improvement to rural bus services.  Fares will be going up to £3 in January.
A ‘tap on, tap off’ service has started, payment can be made with a credit card.
d) Footpaths
The footbridge over the main railway line has a hole in one of the steps, Mike 
Bareham will report it.  The Parish Council’s contractor has agreed repair the gate at 
the end of Station Road and the bridge on footpath T18/9.
		e) Clerk – The Clerk advised that the Council Workers annual pay award has been 
agreed, which will also apply to the Clerk’s salary.
f) Environmental – no report.
g) Health & Safety – See damaged step in (d) above.

14.12.24	Finance:
                    Invoices and payments for approval and any subsequently received:
		(Invoices available for Councillors to view).
                    Titan Containers, one month £54.00
                    Shaun Hayes to install bleed kit 30.00
                    PCC rent for Benefice Office £126.00
                    Midgard Forester £296.00
		Hamper for volunteer litter picker approx. £25.00
		Proposed Mike Palmer, Chairman to approve, seconded Tom Catherall, carried.
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15.12.24	Correspondence for discussion (circulated electronically prior to the meeting).
		No discussion.

16.12.24	Date, time and place of next meeting.
		Wednesday, 8th January, 2025 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall,  (the second Wednesday
		in the month due to New Year’s Day falling on a Wednesday.)
		The meeting closed at 9.15pm.
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