NORTON FITZWARREN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday, 3rd April, 2024 in the village hall.

Present: Mike Palmer, Chairman, Paula Knott, Vice Chair, Phil Bareham, Nita Wyatt, Dee Childs,
Graham Withnell, Tom Catherall.  Clerk: Janet Gobey.
Also present: PCSO Sharon Baker, Supervisor, Neil Ogilvie, Flood Officer, Somerset Council,
Somerset Cllr. Andy Sully, Taunton Town Cllr. Ed Firmin,  Flood Warden Nigel Quarman and 5 members of the public.

The meeting started at 7.30pm with open discussion for the public, matters raised were:
1. The Ford Farm development and the phosphate mitigation issues – no definite news,
The plans have not yet been approved, the phosphate mitigation planned by the developers has to be approved by Natural England.

1.04.24		Apologies:
		Cllrs. Adrian Jones and Edwin Norton are away.

2.04.24		Declarations of Interest
		Cllrs. Graham Withnell and Nita Wyatt declared a personal interest in item 9.

3.04.23		To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 6th March, 2024.
		The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.

4.04.23		Police Matters
		Apologies were received from Rebecca Wells-Cole and Sophie McGill from Avon
		and Somerset Police.  PCSO Sharon Baker attended in their place.
		All districts will now receive the same newsletter once a month it will cover
		a “Flavour of the work across all areas.”
		Shoplifting is a big issue in the parish, all incidents must be reported.
		The Beat Surgery in the Coffee Shop has been withdrawn at the present time.

5.04.24		Actions from last meeting
		The Somerset Council scheme for trees has been applied for.

6.04.24		Flooding on the B3227 by Ford Farm and required maintenance to Halse Water.
		Somerset Council Flood Officer Neil Ogilvie was invited to give an update.
		Some maintenance has been carried out to the Norton Brook and the flooding by the 
farm will be resolved.
The riparian owners are responsible for the maintenance to Halse Water, Crest
Nicholson are refusing to carry out maintenance. Suggested volunteers are used
to clear out some of the river.  Insurance is needed to work in the river.
The bank collapse at the layby on the B3227 at Manor Park has been inspected by 
Somerset Highways, it has been assessed as ‘not urgent’ and work to the bank is 
not likely to be carried out until 2026.

7.04.24		To consider request for yellow lines on the roundabout at Great Western Way.
		It is illegal to park on a roundabout, the police will be asked to issue tickets,
		Agreed to accept Highways offer to install yellow lines on the approaches to the 
roundabout.
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8.04.24		To consider remaining use of funds for the new playing field.
		Quotes for containers for storage and changing rooms are being investigated
		by the Clerk and Chairman of the NF Playing Field Committee, he will report back		in due course.

9.04.24		To consider an increase in the grant for the Tutor of the Village Hall Choir
		from £1,200 to £1,500 for 2024/25.
		Discussed and proposed that the grant is agreed Tom Catherall, seconded
		Dee Childs, agreed unanimously to run from April 2024 to March 2025.

10.04.24	Planning:
		a) Applications received since issue of agenda - none received.
		b) Approvals and refusals - none listed.

11.04.24	Reports:
		a) Somerset Council
		The newletter from Cllr. Andy Sully and Cllr. Mike Rigby has been circulated.
Cllr. Andy Sully confirmed that the yellow lines going down in Great Western Way
		were passed by a Road Traffic Order in 2022.
		b) Taunton Town Council 
A 20mph speed limit will be brought in on some roads in Somerset.  New Speed
		Indicator Devices are being trialled.  The Knife Angel has been brought to Taunton to
		encourage knives to be handed in.  A feasibility study is taking place to see if the
		wooden bridge in Goodland Gardens can be replaced. The Council is working with
		Cheddon Fitzpaine Parish Council for a D.Day event.
		The main Town Bridge is nearly finished.
		c) Bus Service
		There will be a Sunday service a no. 28a, the no. 28a will divert through Cotford St. 
Luke and Norton Fitzwarren to make up for the loss of some of the no. 25 bus 
service.  The timetable is not yet finalised.  The 25 route will be 3-hourly and the
new electric buses will be on the 28 route.
The new timetable will be in the Norton News in the form of a pull-out.
d) Clerk – nothing further to report.
e) Footpaths -  no report.
f) Health & safety -  no report.
		g) Environmental – The dog bin in Hilly Park is broken, a replacement will be sought.
		The fences in Hilly Park have not been repaired Cllr. Sully will chase.

12.04.24	Finances:
		a) Appointment of Internal Auditor
		 Proposed to re-appoint Jill Larcombe, seconded Phil Bareham, agreed.
		b) Invoices for approval and any subsequently received:
		Choir Tutor for Village Hall – balance of 2023/24 grant £600.00
Midgard Forester – hedge cutting in village £536.20
Somerset Council – To empty 2 dog bins (1 quarter), £228.70
   Weed killing around tennis court, £204.00
       MUGA inspections (1 quarter) £77.14
	Proposed Nita Wyatt to agree payment, seconded Dee Childs, carried.
	HMRC £281.22.
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13.04.24	Correspondence for discussion – Circulated electronically prior to the 
meeting but no discussion.

14.04.24	Date, time and place of next meeting.
		 Agreed Wednesday, 8th May, 2024, at 7.30pm in the village hall.
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