NORTON FITZWARREN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 1st November, 2023 in the village hall.

Present:  Mike Palmer, Chairman, Nita Wyatt, Dee Childs, Graham Withnell, Phil Bareham,
Tom Catherall, Adrian Jones. Clerk: Janet Gobey.
Also Present: Gillian Keniston-Goble, Healthwatch Somerset, Cllr. Andy Sully, Mr. Chapman, owner of the pharmacy and 14 members of the public.

The meeting started at 7.30pm with 15 minutes open discussion for the public, matters raised were:
1. The Chairman attended from Taunton Town Football Club, more attendance is needed.
The team has been promoted and is very successful, tickets are £14.  A mascot scheme is
in place.  Contact details were given to Don Wyatt, Chairman of the village hall.

1.11.23	  	Apologies -  Cllrs. Paula Knott and Edwin Norton due to illness.

2.11.23	     	 Declarations of Interest – none declared.

3.11.23		To approve the minutes of the meeting held on the 4th October, 2023
		The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.

		It was agreed to take item 7 next.
7.11.23		Closure of Boots pharmacy in the village.
		Mr. Chapman attended the meeting, he owns the building.  The pharmacy is due to 
close on the 16th February, 2024, Mr. Chapman is hopeful to find an alternative
pharmacy to take over when Boots leave, maybe an independent pharmacy.  The
new tenant will have to gain permission from the NHS.  Gillian Keniston-Goble from
Healthwatch Somerset requested the Parish Council send a letter to England
Pharmacy Southwest strongly objecting to the closure.  The Parish Council will
send the letter.  

4.11.23		Police matters
		Reported that an emergency call to Police regarding a violent assault at the Ring of 
Bells public house was not answered for 20 minutes. The Clerk will request further
information from PCSO Marshall Bernhardt.

5.11.23		Actions from last meeting
		Covered by the agenda.

6.11.23		To consider grant application from Norton School for shed for school food hub.
		The Pastoral Group at Norton School are setting up a Food Hub at the school to
		help parents struggling with the current cost of living.  The grant is for a shed to be
		set up at the school.  Proposed to grant £600 Mike Palmer, seconded Nita Wyatt,
		agreed unanimously.

8.11.23		New playing field – update.
		The heras fencing around the pitch has been removed and a wooden fence installed
		around the attenuation pond.  A knee rail fence is being installed to prevent cars 
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		driving on the football pitch. Concerns have been raised by the Parish Council
		regarding damage to the tarmac and weeds growing through in some areas.
		The Parish Council and the Playing Field Association have asked for help with
		accessing grants and with plans of how the pavilion could be extended.  Somerset
		Council cannot help with laying gravel on the parking area in front of the gate as
		it is not part of the project.  A ‘closure’ meeting will be requested.

9.11.23		Purchase of defibrillator for playing field and volunteer for maintenance.
		A defibrillator has been applied for and Cllr. Graham Withnell has made enquiries
		with Heartstart who supplied the defibrillator outside the Co-op shop.  
		Awaiting a response from both applications.

10.11.23	Update for bus service routes 25 and 28.
		Cllr. Dee Childs is attending meetings, more passengers are needed for both services.
	 	There are likely to be cuts to both services when the Council subsidies end in 
February but hopefully the services will not be lost entirely.

11.11.23	Reports:
		a) Somerset Council
		Somerset Council’s finances are in a dire state, more income is needed to avoid
		bankruptcy.  Parish Council’s will be asked to take over some of the tasks currently
		carried out by Somerset Council.
		Cllr. Andy Sully recommends an Emergency Plan needs to be drafted for the parish.
		A volunteer has stepped forward to be Flood Warden, a store for flood packs and
		sandbags will be investigated.  The village hall is the place of safety and volunteers 
from the village would be needed.
b) Taunton Town Council – no report received.
c) Clerk
The Grand Western Greenway project which intends to link Wellington with Taunton
with a cycleway via the old canal has contacted the parish council with a view to giving a presentation.  Unfortunately the old canal route is no longer in the parish.
d) Footpaths – all paths are very muddy at present.
e) Health & safety – no report.
f) Environment – no report

12.11.23	Weed control for Great Western Way and adopted estate roads.
		The parish council has been advised that Great Western Way and Collett Road have
		now been adopted by Somerset Council and that SC will not be carrying out weed
		control on these roads.  Discussed and proposed Adrian Jones that Great Western 		Way and Collett Road are included in the Parish Council’s weed control area,
		seconded Nita Wyatt, carried.  The Clerk will obtain a quote and include in the 
precept calculations for 2024/25.

13.11.23	Purchase of new litter/dog bin for Station Road. 
		Agreed to purchase a dog/litter bin for Station Road to replace the broken bin as it is
		a hazard to users.  The cost is estimated at £1,000.
		Proposed Nita Wyatt, Seconded Mike Palmer, carried.

14.11.23	Planning:
		a) 25/23/0017 Commercial vehicle storage yard, Churchward Way
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		No objection, as the area was designated for employment in 2006.
		b) Applications received since issue of agenda – none received.
		c) Approvals and refusals – none listed.

15.11.23 Finance:
                    Invoices and payments for approval and any subsequently received:
                    Website quarterly bill £54.00
   		Somerset Council maintenance grant for churchyard £500.00
                    Somerset Council maintenance grant for playing field £850.00
                    Quarterly bill to empty 2 Dog bins  £381.16
                    Play area maintenance Aug – March £171.44
		Grass cutting in parish £240.00
		Weed treatment on village roads £500.00

16.11.23	Correspondence for discussion
		Circulated electronically prior to the meeting – no discussion

17.11.23	Date, time and place of next meeting.
		Wednesday, 6th December, 2023 at 7.30pm in the village hall.
		The meeting closed at 9.30pm.
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