(Draft)
NORTON FITZWARREN PAISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish meeting held on Wednesday, 3rd May, 2023 at 7.30pm in the village hall.

Present: Mike Palmer, Chairman, Paula Knott,  Nita Wyatt, Dee Childs, Phil Bareham,
Graham Withnell, Edwin Norton.  Clerk: Janet Gobey
Also present:  7 members of the public,

1.05.23		Apologies:  Cllrs. Adrian Jones and Tom Catherall

2.05.23		To approve the minutes of the Annual Parish meeting held on the 11th May, 2022.
		The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.

3.05.23		Chairman’s Report
		The Chairman reported that after a long delay the bridges were replaced on the
		footpath T18/9 which runs adjacent to the allotment site towards Cotford St. Luke.
		The work to install the new playing field, MUGA and tennis court has started and is 
ongoing. Unfortunately there will not be any funds remaining to upgrade the sports 
pavilion, grants will have to be sought.  The MUGA and tennis court are now finished, the new football field and car park are being installed at present.
The Police and Crime Commissioner attended the meeting in November, it was requested that communications and feedback from the Police is improved.
It was confirmed to the parish council that due to the huge support from residents which was shown in the parish survey, Norton Fitzwarren parish would not be
absorbed into the new Taunton Town Council.

4.05.23		Reports from local groups:
		Playing Field Association	
		Thanks were given to the volunteers who maintain the field.  The football club now 
has two adult teams who will continue next season.  An under 18 team is planned
and are keen to use the Norton Fitzwarren facilities.  They are looking forward to the
completion of the new field next year.
Village Hall:
The village hall has been very busy, the Coffee Shop has been well used.
A grant was received under the Government’s ‘Opening up safely’ scheme to purchase a timber gazebo to enhance the outside space.
Grants have also been obtained for the village fete, Queen’s Jubilee.
Many fund-raising activities have been held and a huge amount of maintenance has been carried out. 
It is 10 years since the Coffee Shop opened and was marked by a visit of the Morris Men and Clog Dancers. 
The full reports from both groups can be obtained from the Clerk.

5.05.23		Open discussion on matters affecting the parish of Norton Fitzwarren.
		Matters raised were:
		West Somerset Steam Gala
		Additional buses will be laid on, 2 coaches at 20 minute intervals will run to and from
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		the rally through the village to Silk Mills Park & Ride.
		The Ford Farm housing site has been sold to Crest Nicholson.  This will affect West 
Somerset Railway as the land promised for car parking will not now be offered.
The land earmarked will be used for flood water storage.
A query was raised about weed killing in the village, the Clerk will make enquiries
as to what is permitted.
The meeting closed at 7.50pm
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