(Draft)
NORTON FITZWARREN PARISH COUNCIL
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Minutes of the Annual Parish meeting held on Wednesday, 8th May, 2024 in the Village Hall.

Present:  Mike Palmer, Chairman,  Paula Knott,  Adrian Jones, Nita Wyatt, Tom Catherall,
Edwin Norton. Clerk: Janet Gobey.
Also present: 3 members of the public.

1.05.24	Apologies:  Cllrs. Dee Childs, Phil Bareham and Graham Withnell, Somerset
		Cllr. Andy Sully.

2.05.24	To approve the minutes of the Annual Parish meeting on the 3rd May, 2023.
		The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.

3.05.24	Chairman’s Report
		The Chairman reported that the new playing field Multi-Use Games Area and 
Tennis Court are now open, the football pitch should be ready for use in
September.  The Parish Council are looking into obtaining extra storage and
changing rooms.  A defibrillator has been purchased for the sports field
and has been installed outside the pavilion.  The summer fete was a great
success.  Unfortunately this winter here has been heavy rain which has 
caused several flooding incidents at Ford Farm. 
Additional maintenance in the village has been taken on from Somerset 
Council, particularly weed killing and additional grass cutting.  New flags have 
been purchased for the church flagpole and a storage container obtained at 
the village hall for items for flooding emergencies, overseen by the Parish 
Flood Warden.
For the full report please contact the Clerk on nfpc@btinternet.com or 01823 259439.

4.05.24	Reports from local groups
		Village Hall
		The Chairman reported a very successful year, with bookings increased and
the Coffee Shop doing very well.  The Chairman and 3 other members of the 
committee stood down in 2023 but all posts have now been filled.  Easter day 
celebrated the 50th Anniversary of the Taunton Deane Morris Men catering 
was provided by the village hall and supplied a 2 course meal.  Thanks were 
given to the wonderful Coffee Shop volunteers.
NF Playing Field Association
The new facilities are looking very good and we are looking forward to using
the new pitch in September.  The new car park is a big help, the Football Club 	has two adult teams which will play on the new pitch in September.  Grants
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are being looked at to refurbish the pavilion and for grounds maintenance.
		Allotments
		The allotments now have new members on the Committee who are very keen
		to implement improvements.  All plots have been taken and there is a waiting
		list for plots.
	
5.05.24	Open discussion on matters affecting the parish of Norton Fitzwarren.
		(An opportunity to raise local concerns by any resident of the parish.)
		Could the dead tree at Burnshill be replaced?
		Council agreed to replace the tree but a more suitable site will be found
		where care and watering would be easier.
		Could the poor state of Blackdown View be repaired and the broken stump
		of the street light on the B3227 be removed?  The Clerk will report both
		these issues to Somerset Highways.
		The Flood Warden reported that there were no flooding issues in the last
		month, there is significant mud and silt build up in the Halse Water.  The
		Flood Warden is in communication with Somerset Council’s Water 
Management Manager who has proposed a plan for beginning to clear the
Halse Water.
The meeting ended at 8pm.
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